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The undersigned hereby certifies that this docunnent is being placed in the United States mail 
with first-class postage attached, addressed to AssistanhCommissioner forf^Patents, 
Washington, DC 20231 on February 8, 2001. ^ . Q 

Frances M. Cunningham 0 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



In keeping with the duty of candor and good faith owed to the Patent and Trademark 
Office, Applicant wishes to bring information to the attention of the Examiner. The filing of this 
statement shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made or as an 
admission that this information is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 
37 C.F.R. §1.56(b). 

Enclosures 

^ A form PTO-1449 listing this information is attached 
^ A copy of each document cited is enclosed. 

□ Copies of the cited documents are not enclosed because 

Fees 

^ This statement is filed before the later of (1 ) three months pf (i) the filing of a national 
application or (ii) the entry date for the national stage of an international application or 
(2) the mailing date of a first office action on the merits. No fee is due. 

□ This statement is filed before the mailing date of a final office action, a notice of 
allowance or an action that otherwise closes prosecution, and 

□ The submission fee of $180.00 under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p) is enclosed, or 

□ The following certification is made: 

□ each item of information contained in this statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement, 
or 

□ no item of information contained in this statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application and, to the knowledge of the person signing the statement 
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after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this 
statement was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR §1. 56(c) 
more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 
□ This statement is filed on or before payment of the issue fee, the submission fee of 
$180.00 under 37 CFR §1 .17(p) is enclosed, and 

□ each item of information contained in this statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement, or 

□ no item of information contained in this statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application and, to the 
knowledge of the person signing the statement after making reasonable inquiry, 
no item of information contained in this statement was known to any individual 
designated in 37 CFR §1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement. 



Payment 

□ A check in the amount of the submission fee is enclosed. 

□ Charge Account No. 02-3038 in the amount of the submission fee. A duplicate of this 
transmittal sheet is attached. 

Authorization to Charge Additional Fees 

^ The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.16 and §1.17 required by the attached paper and during the entire pendency of this 
application to Account No. 02-3038. 



Respectfully submitted, 

/SuJZl).^^. ^ Date:_ ^/^/^i 

'^ruce D. Jobse, ^s/q. Reg. No. 33,518 
KUDIRKA & JOBJbE, LLP 
Customer Number 021 127 
Tel: (617) 367-4600 Fax: (617) 367-4656 
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